
C A L E N D A R
MONDAY,

MAY 6,
Taste and Trivia 4.0

6:00 pm

MONDAY,
MAY 13,

Business Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn

Noon

THURSDAY,
MAY 23,

Scholarship Dinner
Hilton Garden Inn

6:30 p.m

SATURDAY,
JUNE 1,

Afternoon Tea
Chado Tea Room

2:30-4:30

MONDAY,
JUNE 10,

Business Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn

Noon

THURSDAY,
JUNE 20,

Officer Installation
Hilton Garden Inn

6:30 p.m.
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It’s been a jam-packed couple of months as we 
wrap up the club year.  I had the privilege of 
attending the 63rd session of the Commission on 
the Status of Women at the United Nations.  It 
was such an inspiring experience watching and 
participating in meaningful change for women 
and girls; at the same time realizing there is much 

work to be done to advance gender equality. Lunafest, our biggest fundraiser, 
was a fabulous success and our Live Your Dream Awards dinner reminds us 
why we do the work we do. There was great participation in our region spring 
conference including recognition of Bette Deziel and her 65 years of service to 
SIMB. We had the honor to attend a dinner and presentation by SI President 
Mariet Verhoef-Cohen!

Looking forward to Taste and Trivia and our Afternoon Tea coming up soon!

President’s
M  E  S  S  A  G  E

.................................

AFTERNOON TEA 
WITH THE 

PRESIDENT
On Saturday, June 1, be sure to join 
us for this NEW social event, as 
President Cheryl invites us to the 
Chado Tea Room. This beautiful room 
will serve us sandwiches, scones and 
dessert along with our choice of tea. 
Tickets will be $46 and space will 
be limited. Chado Tea Room, 
1303 El Prado Avenue, Torrance.

PLAN AHEAD: 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2019
Region Fall Workshop

APRIL 16-19, 2020
Spring Conference

Woodland Hills



We had a great time at the Camino Real 
Region Spring Conference, sharing 
information and celebrating the success of 
our clubs, but nothing beats the highlight 
of seeing Bette Deziel receive a pin for 65 
Years of Service. Bette and Angelica came 

to Glendale on Friday night to attend the 
dinner, and Bette was thrilled to receive a standing ovation 
and the love and thanks of 200 Soroptimists. 

Many of our members worked to present program material 
and help insure a great conference. We were recognized in 
the Membership category for our 65th Anniversary and Club 
Workshop last year, and the following members also received 
Years of Service Pins:

We also met Nisha Ghosh, a visitor to our 
region from a Soroptimist club in India. After the 
conference Cheryl hosted Nisha in her home for 
a few days and arranged for members to take her 
to The Getty Museum and other places of interest. 
Cheryl held a cocktail party with members who 
heard about Soroptimist programs in India. 
Cheryl said one the highlights was an evening 
with no specific plans when Nisha offered to cook 
dinner for her family. Nisha visited other clubs 
before heading home. 

SPRING CONFERENCE 2019

Two of our Live Your Dream Award winners attended the Sunday brunch, and we were 
congratulated for giving awards to five women, one of a handful of clubs giving that 
many. Janice Kurihara hosted a panel discussion on the Dream It, Be It workshops with 
several teen program participants. We were touched by all their stories.

5 Years: 
Kathy Carey, Linda Takvorian, Barbara White

10 Years: 
Maria Capaldo, Karen Masini, Miriam Paige, Monica Frey

15 Years: 
Cheryl Abel, Kathe Reiken

....................................



Cheryl Abel attended the United 
Nations Commission on the 

Status of Women as part of 
a global delegation of 
Soroptimists, meeting many great 

people doing advocacy work for 
women around the world.

LUNAFEST lit up 
the afternoon as 
we welcomed over 
300 guests, as 
well as two of the 
filmmakers, 
Katrelle Kindred 
and Bola Ogun. 
The films were fun 
and interesting, 
as always, and we 
thank Chair Monica 
Frey and her entire 
committee for their 
wonderful work. 
S Club students 
helped with food 
service. We raised 
nearly $10,000 
on this signature 
fundraising event.

Our Dream It, Be It: Career Support for Girls seminar had 35 
participants. It was a great day and we are so grateful to the 
presenters and supporters, including our Founding Sponsor 
Southern California Edison, Adecco, and WPromote for the 
wonderful facility. Committee Chair Janice Kurihara did a great job. The Live Your Dream Awards 

dinner allowed us to share our resources and 
encouragement with five local women. Three of 
them were from Harbor College and were 
referred by a counselor who works with single 

moms enrolled there. 
Committee Chair Kelly 
Fogarty arranged for us to be 
joined by SIA Immediate Past 
President Dawn Marie 
Lemonds, and region 
Governor Ana Marie LeNoue. 
We loved meeting them, and it 
was a wonderful event.



Penny has been a member of our club for 
10 years. She works as an Environmental 
Manager at the Torrance Refinery and lives 
in Redondo Beach with her husband, Rick. 
Her daughter Carrie lives in Houston and is 
an Assistant U.S. Attorney. 

This year Penny has been serving as the 
president of the Society of Women 
Engineers, a nonprofit professional 
association that gives a voice to women in 
technology and engineering. The group 
brings its members career news and 
opportunities, professional development 
and leadership training, and works with 
corporations to offer scholarships. Penny’s 
theme this year is “Breaking  Boundaries” 
and she’s in the midst of local conferences 
taking place around the world.  She was 
recently in Bangalore, India, Denver, and 
Bellevue, Washington. In June she will head 
to Washington, D.C., to participate in a panel 
to select new entrants to the National 
Inventors Hall of Fame. And, in May she will 
receive a Distinguished Alumni award from 
Michigan State University, the latest in a 
series of honors. What a year!

In spite of all the travels she joined us for 
Lunafest and Springo this spring, and, 
GOOD NEWS, she is actually retiring at the 
end of April! We congratulate Penny and 
can’t wait to see how she will manage to keep 
busy in retirement. Penny and Rick share of 
love of beer brewing so maybe they’ll open a 
tasting room?

PENNY WIRSINGWelcome one and all to this fun evening! You can bring your own 
team of brainiacs and hope to win the trivia contest, or join up when 
you arrive. We will be at King Harbor Brewing Company, 2907 182nd 
Street, Redondo Beach, 90278. They have other tasting rooms so be 
sure you come to the Brewery at this address. 

Monday, May 6, 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. First trivia game will start at 7:00. 
We’ll have delicious pizza cooked when ordered, and your ticket 
includes two full pint glasses of your choice of beer (or non alcoholic 
drink). Prizes will include raffle baskets, so let Meg Giudice and Meg 
Hapeman know if you can make a donation. Tickets cost $30. 
Here is the link to purchase tickets: http://bit.ly/TasteANDTrivia
We are also sending an email with the link. Please contact the 
Megs if you have questions. 

Several of our members 
attended a dinner honoring 
SI President Mariet 
Verhoef-Cohen in Downey. 
She has worked in the water 
management nonprofit field for 
many years so it was natural that 
she chose this issue for the SI 
President’s Appeal for her 
two-year term of office. SI is  
supporting projects in four 
locations where access to clean 
water and sanitation present 
significant obstacles to the health 
of the community. President 
Mariet brought us details about 
how women are disproportionately 
affected by these situations and 
how the projects will improve 
their lives. Members can help by 
donating to our club’s SI 
President’s Appeal Fund.

SPOTLIGHT ON:



Officer Nominations 
for 2019-2020
At our April meeting we heard the report of the 
Nominating Committee of members to serve the club 
beginning July 1. We will vote on this slate of officers at 

the May meeting. A quorum is required, so please attend. Thank you to 
Chair Jane Munson and committee members Teresa Anaya and Marixa 
Barba. 

On March 8 Cheryl Abel and Kelly 
Fogarty were guests on the blog radio 
show hosted by the Manhattan Beach 
Chamber of Commerce and South Bay 
by Jackie. We had a great hour with the 
hosts talking about advocacy and our 
work, and publicizing Lunafest. Here’s a 
link, please listen in!
https://bit.ly/2Ux296K

We made and distributed 200 bags in April to Harbor-UCLA Hospital, Kaiser, and MLK 
Outpatient Center. Thanks to Co-chairs Maria Capaldo and Michele Memmott, and their 
many volunteers, for this outreach to women in need. In the Fall of 2019 we will again partner 
with the Manhattan Beach Police Department Pink Patch Project, and we’re looking forward to it!

Breast
Cancer
Comfort 
Bags

Super fun and well-attended 
SPRINGO!  Thanks for bringing all 
your friends, we had almost 90 people. 
Lots of kids who had fun (re-calling 
each bingo call), thank you to Martin, 
Dave and Jake for doing the games. 
Great potluck dishes and plenty of 
adult beverages. Special thanks to 
Co-chairs Megan Memmott and 
Mandy Richardson for being well-
organized so everything moved 
smoothly! 

President: 
Cheryl Abel
President-elect: 
Judy Hatlie
Treasurer: 
Carol Cowley
First VP Programs: 
Janice Kurihara
Second VP Membership: 
Kelly Fogarty
Third VP Financial Secretary: 
Teresa Anaya

Recording Secretary: 
Jane Munson
Corresponding Secretary: 
Carol Rosen
One year Directors: 
Christine Mendez
Two year Directors: 
Sue Molyneux and 
Susan Wheeler
Delegates: 
Michele Memmott and 
Mary Rogers


