
C A L E N D A R

THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 21,

Business Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn

6:30 pm

SATURDAY,
MARCH 2,

MONDAY,
MARCH 11,

Business Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn

12:00 pm

THURSDAY,
MARCH 21,

Live Your Dreams 
Awards Dinner

Hilton Garden Inn
6:30 pm

SUNDAY,
MARCH 31,

Lunafest
2:00 pm

Redondo Beach
Performing Arts Center
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It’s hard to believe we are half way through the 
club year! We’ve accomplished a lot but still 
have so much to look forward to.  Our Dream 
It, Be It conference will take place on March 
2nd and we are so excited for this great day 
with all the enthusiastic high school girls. 
LUNAFEST, our biggest fundraiser of the 

year, will be on Sunday, March 31st.  This moving and inspiring film festival 
spotlights short movies by, for and about women.  I hope all club members 
will attend and bring friends!  I will be attending the 63rd session of the 
Commission on the Status of Women at the United Nations in New York in 
March.  CSW is the principal global intergovernmental body exclusively 
dedicated to the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of 
women.  I look forward to getting some advocacy training and sharing all I 
have learned with SIMB club members.

President’s
M  E  S  S  A  G  E

.................................

Make your plans for our premier fundraising 
event of the year at the beautiful Redondo Beach 
Performing Arts Center. It will be a fantastic 
afternoon which also helps us increase our reach, 
awareness of our mission, and our profits by   
inviting ALL your friends, coworkers and family      
   members to attend! They will love you for it.   
     If  you can volunteer please contact President  
       Cheryl to sign up.



Calling all Members! Our Camino Real Region Spring Conference will take 
place in Glendale, April 5-7. We will celebrate our accomplishments, be 
recognized for years of service and club achievements, exchange ideas with 
other Soroptimists. Many of us will be attending and can carpool and 
 room-share. Please explore the material and come to all or part of it. You can 
access the Call to Conference with all the details here: https://bit.ly/2TDNjeL

At the 2018 Spring Conference, SIMB rocked the 
evening with an armload of awards! Seventeen 
members attended various events. 



Chris is celebrating her 5 year anniversary this month! We 
first met Chris when she renewed a friendship with Maria 
Capaldo, which resulted in her making a large donation to 
our breast cancer project. Chris then decided to join us and 
has been active with that project ever since, as well as 
serving on the board and supporting our other programs. 
She is a Realtor who not only sells homes in our area, but 
also specializes in representing international buyers (from 
South America, India and more). She also arranges 
mortgage loans and works with builders. Her education 
background includes undergraduate study at El Camino 
College and UCLA, and she attended UCLA Law School 
as well. She’s happy to share her experience to help 
people in their home needs.

Her early life was spent in Manhattan Beach where her 
dad, after emigrating from Mexico, worked for 25 years at 
the Metlox Pottery Factory (you should see her collection). 
He then worked for Delta Airlines so the family traveled 
extensively. She’s been to most parts of the world (except 
Africa). She took Tae Kwon Do lessons and received a black 
belt when she was a child, from Chuck Norris, who used to 
teach in Palos Verdes. 

Chris Mendez

Club Website, 
Member Section
Have you visited the 
newest part of our club 
website yet? Check out 
the photos of members. 
Thanks to Karen Masini 
who put this together, and 
please send her a picture if 
yours is still needed.https://www.simanhattanbeach.org/member/   

Join us on two dates in March going to the Los 
Angeles Chapter work days: March 2 and 30. We 
always enjoy talking to other volunteers as we get 
a giant perspective on this outstanding project!

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Be sure to attend our two upcoming dinner 
meetings. On Feb. 21 we will update you on all 
things Soroptimist, with some history and 
perspective, and more about 
what’s coming up next! And 
on March 21, we will honor our 
five Live Your Dream Award 
recipients. Come and hear their 
stories!



We will hold our next packing evening on April 
9 at the Manhattan Beach Community Church. 
The committee is busily getting the items we need, 
and we can always use volunteers on the day of the 
packing. Please mark your calendar and join us 
starting at 5:00 p.m. Contact Maria Capaldo 
for more info.

BREAST CANCER COMFORT BAG

Members enjoyed an 
evening of food and wine 
on the comfy couch, 
catching up and reflecting 
on the halfway point in 
the club year.

Wine Tasting
B A R S H A

S O C I A L

Janice presentation at L.A. Harbor College. 
Janice Kurihara attended an orientation meeting 
at Los Angeles Harbor College to describe our 
Live Your Dream Awards to a group of student 
moms. In the room were three women who are 
receiving the award from us this year at our 
March dinner! Janice told them all about 
Soroptimist and encouraged more to apply for 
the award next Fall.   

Taste and Trivia
We enjoyed another night of trivia and beer 
at Smog City Brewing. Committee chairs 
Meg Hapeman and Megan Giudice and their 
team put on a great trivia battle, awarded 
prizes, and raised $527!

Marixa Barba arranged our personal donations for kids who are rescued from the 
streets by Children of the Night. This important holiday project meant they would 
each receive gift cards and personal items they requested. Thanks to our generous 
members we raised $900 worth of goods!


